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Dear ARW Members, 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who made it out to our recent fundraiser 

with Karl Rove. Because of your generosity, we more than met 

our goal and can expand our efforts to serve the troops, veterans 

and wounded warriors.  Look for more photos in this month’s 

newsletter! 

 

We also have an exciting announcement this month regarding our 

troop packing parties and support of a new squadron based out of 

Bastrop. Read on for more info! 

 

And most importantly – it’s finally election time! Because of the 

delays this year, there are some changes to the elections that you 

need to know about. Read carefully for more details and please feel free to contact me if 

you have any question. 
 

See you next Thursday! 

 

Courtney Forsell 

ARW President 
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Join us for our April Luncheon! 
 

Thursday, April 5, 2012 
11:30am – 1:00pm 

Austin Country Club 

4408 Longchamp Drive 

(off Westlake Drive at 360) 

$25 (cash preferred) 
 

Obama's Fiscal Policy Effects on the US and Texas, 

Including Women's Health Issues 
 

Talmadge Heflin, Director of the Texas Public Policy 

Foundation's Center for Fiscal Policy 

 

For 11 terms, Talmadge served the people of Harris County as 

a state representative. Well regarded as a legislative leader on 

budget and tax issues by Democratic and Republican speakers 

alike, he for several terms was the only House member to 

serve on both the Ways and Means and Appropriations 

committees. 

 

In the 78th Session, Talmadge served as chairman of the 

House Committee on Appropriations. He navigated a $10 

billion state budget shortfall through targeted spending cuts 

that allowed Texans to avoid a tax increase. 

 

He is past president of the Texas Conservative Coalition as 

well as a member of numerous local civic organizations. 

 

RSVP by Monday, April 2 at 4:00 pm: 
meetingrsvp@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

You do not have a reservation unless you have received a confirmation. 
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ARW Supports our Troops 

Around the World! 
Please see below for more info on our new squadron serving in Africa… 

 

 

TASK FORCE RAPTOR: 

HORN OF AFRICA 
 

On behalf of all the men and women from Task Force Raptor, 3
rd

 Squadron, 124
th
 

Cavalry Regiment, I would like to thank ARW members for your unwavering 

support of Texas Military Forces. 

 

Task Force Raptor is currently deployed to the Horn of Africa in support of 

Operation Enduring Freedom.  Based at Camp Lemonnier in the small East African 

country of Djibouti, the Task Force provides a Security Force (SECFOR) for the 

larger Combined Joint Task Force whose overall mission is to promote 

partnerships, security and stability in the East African region.  As part of their job, 

these Texas Soldiers and Airmen are taking part in various military to military 

(Mil2Mil) missions that allow partner countries from the area and U.S. military 

members to share best practices.  The Task Force will be the only Texas unit to 

conduct Airborne Operations in a combat zone.  The Texas National Guard is 

standing guard, contributing to foreign national military relations, or jumping out 

of aircraft and working hard to represent the great State of Texas. 

 

I look forward to briefing you more next week at our luncheon event on current 

activities of the Texas Army National Guard and Air Guard. 

 

Lila Nelson  

Family Readiness Leader 

A Trp 1-112 CAV 
 

 

 



 

Troop Packing Party 

ARW will be hosting a troop packing party on May 12
th
. Donations (including 

financial donations) will be accepted at both our April 5
th

 & May 10
th

 meetings. 

Needed items are similar to those we have sent to Afghanistan & Iraq in the past. 

Specific requests include: chewy granola bars (no chocolate, its hot there!), gum, 

tic tacs, movies, chocolate milk and protein powder mixes.  

 

Upcoming Events 

April 5 – Luncheon at Austin Country Club 

April 21 – District Convention 

May 10 – Luncheon at Austin Country Club – NOTE DATE 

CHANGE 

May 12 – Troop Packing Party 

May 14-25 – Early Voting 

May 29 – Primary Election Day 

 

Photos & Social Media 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/austinrw/ to view our Flickr photos. 
 

You can also reach this page by clicking the  icon on the 

www.AustinRepublicanWomen.org home page. 
 

Do you have pictures from an ARW event you would like to share? Please send them to 

historian@austinrepublicanwomen.org. 
 

We also have a Facebook page where we share announcements and photos. Search: "Austin 

Republican Women" AND – we are now on Twitter! Follow @austinrepwomen ! 

 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/austinrw/
http://www.austinrepublicanwomen.org/
mailto:historian@austinrepublicanwomen.org
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Important Election Update!! 
Please Read and Spread the Word. 

 

The senate district convention will take place on April 21.  

 

Since this will occur before the primary, you MUST swear an oath stating that you are indeed a 

Republican in order to participate! 

This can be done at your convenience at the Travis County Republican Party headquarters (7901 

Cameron Rd, Bldg 3, Suite 202), during the party's business hours (M-F, 10am-3pm).  

 

For clarification, it isn't necessary to do this to vote, just to participate in the convention process. 

 

All senate district conventions for Travis County will be at the same location on April 21, at 

Hyde Park Baptist Church. 

If you’d like to help with registration, please contact Olga Lasher at orivlash7@att.net. 

 

Do You Want the Democrats Running Your 

Republican Primary? 
 

Of course not! Then sign up to be a Judge or Alternate Judge on Primary Election Day! 

There are still many openings left to fill!  

The qualifications are: 

1. Must be a registered voter in Travis Count, however, you do not need to be a resident of the 

precinct where you are a judge; 

2. Cannot hold elected office or be a candidate; 

3. Be available to work from 7:00AM to 7:00PM on May 29, and attend the training session on 

election procedures. 
 

For available positions on Primary Election Day (May 29, 2012) please contact the Travis 

County Republican Party.  

Phone: (512) 302-1776 

Fax: (512) 615-4737  

Email: elections.TCRP@gmail.com 

Mail: 7901 Cameron Rd, Ste 3-202 

Austin, TX 78754 

 

What about early voting? 
To work the Early Voting positions, you must turn in an application to the Travis County 

Elections Division at 5501 Airport Blvd. in Austin. Note: Please bring a signed Social Security 

card and a driver's license. 

mailto:orivlash7@att.net


TFRW Announcements 

 

RPT Chairman Steve Munisteri and his team have worked tirelessly, fighting the very expensive 

legal battles of redistricting on behalf of our Party. Along with fundraising to support key 

candidates in the General election and outreach initiatives to strengthen the Republican Party of 

Texas, the ongoing financial burden of support needs to come from the grassroots. 

 

 
 

I know many of you are already members! If not, you can sign up by going to 

www.texasgop.org, clicking on “Join the Party” and then “Join the Grassroots Club.”  

Please also let me know if you are a grassroots member so we can report to TFRW when we 

reach 25% of membership! 

 

HELP WANTED! 
 

The TFRW office is looking for a volunteer who likes working with numbers, calculators and 

copy machines!  From time to time, they need help sorting checks that come in the mail, 

preparing deposit slips and making copies of that information. 

  

The TFRW office is located at 360 and Bee Caves Rd, has ample free parking and is open 9-4 

Monday-Thursday. 

 

If interested and would like more information, call Teresa Moore at TFRW 477-1615 or Ellen 

Harrison 310-1960. 

http://www.texasgop.org/


 

Congressman Smith Hosts 

Job Fair in Austin 
 

On Tuesday, April 10, 2012, Congressman Lamar Smith will host a job fair at the 

Frank Erwin Center in Austin from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The job fair is hosted 

in cooperation with Workforce Solutions Capital Area. 

Congressman Smith: “In these difficult economic times, many Austin residents are 

still searching for work. I am holding a job fair on April 10th to connect job 

seekers with local job creators looking to hire. Austin is a great place to live and 

work. I hope this job fair will help job seekers find employment and help the local 

economy.”  

 

Tuesday, April 10th, 2012 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

University of Texas at Austin 

Frank Erwin Center 

Lone Star Room 

1701 Red River Street 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

Attendance is free and there is no need for job seekers to rsvp. Paid parking is 

available for $5 (Lot 108 south of Erwin Center)and the Erwin Center is near Bus 

Routes 7, 10, 18, 20, 37.  



Karl Rove Fundraiser 
March 2, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2012 ARW Board - Contact Us 

 

Courtney Forsell, President  

president@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

 

Suzanne Bellsnyder, 1st Vice President 

1stVP@austinrepublicanwomen.org  

  

Diane Fulton, 2nd Vice President  

programs@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

 

Nikole Clarkson, 3rd Vice President 

fundraising@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

  

Kim Chambers, 4th Vice President  

membership@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

 

Peggy Maxwell, 5th Vice President 

campaigns@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

  

Pat Huntington, 6
th

 Vice President  

legislative@austinrepublicanwomen.org  

 

Michele Carlquist, Treasurer  

treasurer@austinrepublicanwomen.org  

 

 

Stacy Odom, PAC Treasurer  

PAC@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

 

Mary Joseph, Corresponding Secretary 

correspond@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

 

Kara Belew, Recording Secretary 

recording@austinrepublicanwomen.org 

 

Genie Sorenson & Kelly Hoag,  

Caring for America 

caring@austinrepublicamwomen.org  

 

Juliana Brock, Parliamentarian 

parliamentarian@austinrepublicanwomen.org   

 

Jennifer Lambert, Region IX Deputy President  

jenlambert@att.net  

 

Michele Samuelson, SD 14 District Director  

michele.samuelson@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin Republican Women: www.austinrepublicanwomen.org 

Travis County Republican Party: www.Traviscountygop.org 

Travis Republican Advisory Committee PAC: www.gopTRACPAC.org 

Texas Federation of Republican Women: www.TFRW.org 
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